
Vermillion County Commissioners 

Meeting Minutes 

May 15, 2018 

8:15a.m. 

Commissioner’s Courtroom, 2
nd

 Floor, Courthouse 

I. Call to Order.  South Vermillion Senior Ashlee assisted the Commissioners’ in calling the 

meeting to order. 

I. Pledge Allegiance to the Flag 

II. Roll Call.  Members present were President Tim Wilson, Harry Crossley, Tim Yocum, First 

Deputy Auditor Stephanie Simpson and County Attorney Jon Spurr.  Auditor Amy 

Tolbert was absent.   

III. Approval of Minutes.  A motion was made by Crossley and seconded by Yocum to 

approve the minutes from the May 1, 2018 meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.   

IV. Approval of Claims and Payroll.  A motion was made by Crossley and seconded by 

Yocum to approve the claims and payroll for May 18, 2018.  All in favor, motion 

carried.   

V. Open Issues 

a. Vermillion Rise.  Executive Director of Vermillion Rise Bob Grewe gave an update 

on Vermillion Rise.  Grewe stated that they are going to re-file their motion for 

the Walking Trail lease stating there is no money involved, he said this was 

advised by the insurance carrier.   

Grewe also stated that Vermillion Rise is changing natural gas providers from 

Constellation Energy to Utility Gas Management for a better financial 

arrangement.   

Grewe stated they are almost ready to sign the Environmental Services 

Cooperative Agreement (ESCA) which includes improvements to our waste water 

and inspection of the wells that are not in use.     

 Yocum asked if Vermillion Rise was approved to sell water and other utilities to 

the town of Dana.  Grewe said they were, but the main issue concerning Dana 

was the cost of construction of three to four miles of transmission lines, which 

he said would be difficult for the rate base that Dana has.  Yocum asked if 

funding became available for the lines, if Vermillion Rise was open to providing 

water to Dana, and Grewe said yes they would be.   

Crossley asked if former director Bill Laubernds was still employed by Vermillion 

Rise, and Grewe said that he is not on the payroll.  Crossley asked if Laubernds 

still had a car belonging to Vermillion Rise, and Grewe said Vermillion Rise will be 

getting the car back this Wednesday.   



b. Walking Trail.  Les Zimmerman said that the property near Vermillion County Jail 

which is being developed as a trail head park is rough enough the Vermillion 

Trails Alliance does not plan to ask the county park department to maintain it 

this year, as originally planned. He said that him and Tom Milligan will take care 

of it this summer, and hopefully have it cleaned up better before next year.  He 

also said there is a Vermillion Trails Alliance meeting at 4:00 p.m. today at the 

Soil and Water Conservation office at the Newport Vermillion County Library.   

c. USS Indiana SSN 789 Commissioning.  Yocum requested that this be removed from 

the agenda.   

d. County Road Old State Road 63 Traffic Ordinance.  A motion was made by Crossley and 

seconded by Yocum to approve the County Road Old State Road 63 Traffic Ordinance.  

All in favor, motion carried.   

e. C.R. 360 East Restricted Traffic Ordinance.  The commissioners discussed this ordinance 

and decided to add an exception of local traffic and school buses.  A motion was made 

by Crossley and seconded by Yocum to table the County Road 360 East Restricted Traffic 

Ordinance.  All in favor, motion carried.   

f. Wabash River Corridor Commission – Alternate Appointment.  Les Zimmerman 

submitted a request to the commissioners to serve as an alternate to the Wabash River 

Corridor Commission.  A motion was made by Crossley and seconded by Wilson to 

appoint Les Zimmerman to the Wabash River Corridor Commission.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

VI. New Business 

a. Southern Power Reimbursement Agreement.  Dylan Riggen asked that this be 

removed from the agenda.   

b. Bridge Change Order.  A motion was made by Crossley and seconded by Yocum 

to table the Bridge Change Order.  All in favor, motion carried.   

c. BMV Data Use Agreement.  Treasurer Florinda Pruitt asked the Commissioners 

to approve the BMV Data Use Agreement.  Pruitt stated that the Commissioners 

did not need to sign the agreement, she just wanted their approval.  A motion 

was made by Wilson and seconded by Crossley to approve the BMV Data Use 

Agreement.  All in favor, motion carried.   

d. Recycling Grant Information.   Russell Hall gave the Commissioners information 

on a 50/50 Recycling Grant match that he stated might help with the county 

wide clean up days for next year.  A motion was made by Wilson and seconded 

by Crossley to apply for the Recycling Grant.  All in favor, motion carried.   

e. Requirements for County Appointments.  Yocum asked if written duties and 

requirement for county appointments could be developed, and Spurr said he 

would work on them.  Spurr stated that since there are numerous appointments 



with different duties and requirements, it would take a while to complete them 

all.  He said he would provide them to the commissioners as they are completed.   

f. Chunn’s Ford Cemetery.  Yocum stated he is working with three families on the 

Chunn’s Ford Cemetery.  He said the property owners have all agreed to donate 

the property back to the county.  He said the Wabash Valley Genealogy Society 

received a grant to clean it up.  Spurr said they would need a legal description 

and a drawing for the property and possibly a survey.    

VII. Adjourn.  A motion was made by Crossley and seconded by Wilson to adjourn.  All in 

favor, motion carried.   

Read in full and approved by the Vermillion County Commissioners on the 29th day of May, 2018. 

 

________________________________ 

Tim Wilson, President 

 

_________________________________ 

Harry Crossley 

 

_________________________________ 

Tim Yocum 

 

Attest:____________________________ 

            Amy Tolbert, Auditor 

 

 

 

 


